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Brazilian police captured Paraguay's most wanted fugitive, Gen. Lino Cesar Oviedo, in the border
city of Foz do Iguacu on June 11. Oviedo disappeared Dec. 9, 1999, from Argentina, where he had
been given political asylum by former Argentine President Carlos Saul Menem (1989-1999).
Oviedo had fled to Argentina in March 1999 following the assassination of Vice President Luis Maria
Argana (see NotiSur, 1999-03-26). He disappeared the day before President Fernando de la Rua took
office, evidently concerned that de la Rua, who had said he would review Oviedo's asylum status,
would consider Paraguay's request for extradition.
In several interviews with various newspapers since he dropped out of sight, Oviedo insisted he
was "somewhere" in Paraguay. In April, Paraguayan police launched an unsuccessful search for
Oviedo in Ciudad del Este, on the Paraguayan side of the Parana River across from Foz do Iguacu,
after intelligence reports suggested he was hiding there.

Oviedo wanted for assassination of vice president
Brazilian police began the search for Oviedo in late May at the request of the Paraguayan
government, which believed that Oviedo had gone to Brazil, where his friend, former President Raul
Cubas Grau, has asylum. Oviedo is accused of plotting the assassination of Argana and of being
involved in an unsuccessful coup attempt on May 18. Argana's family had offered a US$100,000
reward for his capture dead or alive (see NotiSur, 2000-05-26).
Brazilian federal police arrested Oviedo at an apartment, rented under another name, in Foz do
Iguacu on Brazil's southwestern border with Paraguay and Argentina. The resort city is about 1,300
km southwest of Rio de Janeiro but only 355 km east of Asuncion, the capital of Paraguay.
Brazilian police said Oviedo was alone in the apartment in a building facing Paraguay on the Parana
River. He had an illegal 38-caliber revolver, US$3,000 in cash, and 10 cell phones, apparently with
access to Paraguay. "This is the beginning of a new Paraguay," said Paraguayan Defense Minister
Nelson Argana, son of the slain vice president. "We will not have revenge, but justice."
Argana said Oviedo's whereabouts had been known for some time. "A month ago we tracked him
down in a building in Foz," said Argana. "The guy has a fault, he talks a lot, and that helped us find
him. For about a month, we have been listening to this assassin talking continuously. We have 90
hours of conversations."
Juan Carlos Galaverna, president of the Paraguayan Congress, said Oviedo must serve out the rest
of his 10-year sentence for a 1996 attempted coup and also must face the other legal charges against
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him, the most serious of which are plotting the assassination of Argana and being responsible
for the deaths of seven students by sharpshooters during protests in March 1999 (see NotiSur,
1999-04-09). Oviedo was sentenced to 10 years in prison for the 1996 coup attempt against President
Juan Carlos Wasmosy, but was pardoned by Cubas Grau three days after he took office (see NotiSur,
1998-09-11).
On June 12, Gonzalez Macchi said he was confident that Brazil would not grant Oviedo asylum.
"This gives us a little tranquility, a little peace, and allows us space to keep our vow to eradicate
impunity from the country," said the president.

Legal process underway
Oviedo was taken to Brasilia on June 12 to await a ruling on the request for extradition. Oviedo was
expected to remain at federal police headquarters until the Brazilian Supremo Tribunal Federal
(STF) makes it decision.
Brazilian Justice Minister Jose Gregori said that because of the 1922 extradition treaty between Brazil
and Paraguay, the request could be approved in as little as ten days, rather than several months.
Paraguayan Foreign Minister Juan Esteban Aguirre said, however, that the process would probably
take three months.
The Brazilian government has indicated it hopes Oviedo's arrest will reduce the threat to political
stability in Paraguay. Following Oviedo's two coup attempts, Brazil warned that any rupture in
the institutional order in Paraguay would result in automatic exclusion from the Southern Cone
Common Market (MERCOSUR), which includes Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay.
One of Oviedo's Brazilian lawyers, Inemar Penna Marinho, said the general fears for his life if he
is returned to Paraguay and fears that he might be killed in the Brazilian jail. On June 13, Penna
Marinho said he would ask the STF to order the transfer of Oviedo to a military installation. "There
is a price on my client's head," said Penna Marinho. "And the facilities at the federal police are just
not secure enough. His opponents in Paraguay have offered to pay US$1 million if he is bought back
alive and US$2 million if he is returned dead. An army barracks would provide more safety and the
comfort a prisoner of his status deserves."
Since Oviedo is no longer in the military and since the federal police have jurisdiction, a transfer
is unlikely. Another of his lawyers, Paraguayan Carlos Galeano Perrone also secretary general of
Oviedo's faction of the Partido Colorado, the Union Nacional de Colorados Autenticos (UNACE)
said that both Cubas Grau and former Paraguayan dictator Alfredo Stroessner (1954-1989) have
been granted asylum in Brazil, which could set a precedent for granting Oviedo asylum.
On June 13, Oviedo's lawyers said they want him to remain in Brazil "until the situation in Paraguay
returns to normal." Oviedo's case could be linked to Stroessner's return Meanwhile, a story in the
Argentine newspaper La Nacion suggested that the governments of Paraguay and Brazil could be
using Oviedo's arrest as part of a strategy to return Stroessner to Paraguay, although the details
of the plan were not made clear. The paper said such an agreement could be related to strong
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pressures from the US to clean up the drug trafficking and black marketing that flourishes on the
border at Ciudad del Este. Oviedo is suspected of links to these activities.
The report, which cited diplomatic sources in Asuncion, said if the arrangement is carried out, it
would include Stroessner's return and subsequent endorsement of Felix Argana, another son of the
slain vice president, in the Aug. 13 vice presidential election. Luis Maria Argana served as president
of the Corte Suprema de Justicia during the Stroessner regime. "It would not be improbable to think
about calmer waters for Paraguay," said the La Nacion article. "The aging Stroessner wants to spend
his last days in the country of his birth, where he still enjoys a certain aura of prestige among his
followers."
Oviedo, Cubas Grau, Gonzalez Macchi, Wasmosy, and Argana, as well as Stroessner, all belong
to the Partido Colorado (Asociacion Nacional Republicana, ANR), which has governed Paraguay
uninterrupted since 1948. The party's internal disputes have precipitated a series of political crises
since the overthrow of Stroessner in February 1989. [Source: CNN, 06/01/00, 06/12/00; La Nacion
(Argentina), Inter Press Service, The Miami Herald, 06/12/00; Spanish news service EFE, 05/25/00,
05/12/00, 06/12/00, 06/13/00; Associated Press, 06/11-13/00; Clarin (Argentina), Notimex, 06/12/00,
06/13/00; Reuters, 03/31/00, 06/11/00, 06/12/00, 06/14/00]
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